Volume on Private International
Law in Mainland China, Taiwan
and Europe
Jürgen Basedow and Knut B. Pißler, both from the Max Planck Institute for
Comparative and International Private Law in Hamburg, have edited a book on
“Private International Law in Mainland China, Taiwan and Europe”. The book has
been published by Mohr Siebeck.
The official abstract reads as follows:
Over the last decades, private international law has become the target of
intense codification efforts. Inspired by the stimulating initiatives taken by
some European countries, by the Brussels Convention and the Rome
Convention, numerous countries in other regions of the world started to enact
comprehensive legislation in the field. Among them are Taiwan and mainland
China. Both adopted statutes on private international law in 2010. In light of
the rising significance of the mutual economic and societal relations between
the jurisdictions involved and of the legal innovations laid down in the new
instruments, the Max Planck Institute for Comparative and International
Private Law convened scholars to present the conflict rules adopted in Europe,
in mainland China and in Taiwan across a whole range of private law subjects.
This book collects the papers of the conference and presents them to the public,
together with English translations of the acts of Taiwan and mainland China.
Survey of contents:
Part 1: Jurisdiction, Choice of Law, and the Recognition of Foreign
Judgments in Recent Legislation Jin Huang: New Perspectives on Private
International Law in the People’s Republic of China – Rong-Chwan Chen:
Jurisdiction, Choice of Law and the Recognition of Foreign Judgments in Taiwan
– Stefania Bariatti: Jurisdiction, Choice of Law and the Recognition of Foreign
Judgments in Recent EU Legislation
Part 2: Selected Problems of General Provisions
Weizuo Chen: Selected Problems of General Provisions in Private International
Law: The PRC Perspective – Rong-Chwan Chen: General Provisions in the

Taiwanese Private International Law Enactment 2010 – Jürgen Basedow: The
Application of Foreign Law – Comparative Remarks on the Practical Side of
Private International Law
Part 3: Property Law
Huanfang Du : The Choice of Law for Property Rights in Mainland China:
Progress and Imperfection – Yao-Ming Hsu: Property Law in Taiwan- Louis
d’Avout: Property Law in Europe
Part 4: Contractual Obligations
Qisheng He: Recent Developments of New Chinese Private International Law
With Regard to Contracts – David J.?W. Wang: The Revision of Taiwan’s Choiceof-law Rules in Contracts – Pedro A. De Miguel Asensio: The Law Applicable to
Contractual Obligations. The Rome I Regulation in Comparative Perspective
Part 5: Non-Contractual Obligations Guoyong Zou: The Latest
Developments in China’s Conflicts Law for Non-contractual Obligations – EnWei Lin: New Private International Law Legislation in Taiwan: Negotiorum
Gestio, Unjust Enrichment and Tort – Peter Arnt Nielsen: Non-Contractual
Obligations in the European Union: The Rome II Regulation
Part 6: Personal Status (Family Law/Succession Law)
Yujun Guo: Personal Status in Chinese Private International Law Reform – HuaKai Tsai: Recent Developments in Taiwan’s Private International Law on Family
Matters – Katharina Boele-Woelki: International Private Law in China and
Europe:A Comparison of Conflict-of-law Rules Regarding Family and Succession
Law
Part 7: Company Law
Tao Du: The New Chinese Conflict-of-law Rules for Legal Persons: Is the Middle
Way Feasible? – Wang-Ruu Tseng: Private International Law in Taiwan –
Company Law – Marc-Philippe Weller: Companies in Private International Law –
A European and German Perspective
Part 8: International Arbitration
Song Lu: China – A Developing Country in the Field of International Arbitration
– Carlos Esplugues Mota: International Commercial Arbitration in the EU and
the PRC: A Tale of Two Continents or 28+3 Legal Systems

Further information ist available here.

Is an International Arbitral
Tribunal
the
Answer
to
International Human Rights
Litigation?
I just was alerted to a proposal that was put forward to create an International
Arbitral Tribunal on business and human rights. The authors of the proposal are
Claes Cronstedt, Robert C Thompson, Rachel Chambers, Adrienne Margolis,
David Rönnegard and Katherine Tyler, all (save for Ms Margolis, a journalist, and
Dr Rönnegard, a philosopher and economist) one-time or current private practice
lawyers with a background and/or practice in human rights and CSR.
The initiative seeks to respond, in part, to the US Supreme Court’s decisions in
Kiobel v Royal Dutch Petroleum and Daimler AG v Bauman. In short, it is now
difficult to plead international human rights violations against corporations in
U.S. courts. As I discuss in a forthcoming article, foreign courts may move in to
fill the gap. This proposal raises another question: Are international tribunals
the right forum for such cases?

Kühn on Imbalance in Joint and
Several
Debt
in
Private
International Law
Anna-Lisa Kühn has authored a book on the imbalance in joint and several debt in
private international law (“Die gestörte Gesamtschuld im Internationalen
Privatrecht. Am Beispiel einer Spaltung des Mehrpersonenverhältnisses zwischen
deutschem und englischem Recht”). The book is written in German and has been
published by Mohr Siebeck.
The abstract reads as follows:
Anna-Lisa Kühn analyzes a situation in which a creditor has a claim against
several debtors whose obligations are governed by different legal systems and
who would be liable for the same claim could one of them not rely on an
exemption from liability, the impact of which is assessed differently by the legal
systems involved. She shows how this should be treated under the Rome I and
Rome II Regulations.
More information is available here.

23 and 24 October: Conference on
the recast Brussels I Regulation in
Graz
On 23 and 24 October 2014 Bettina Nunner-Krautgasser and Thomas Garber,
both from the University of Graz, will host a conference on the recast Brussels I
Regulation (“Die neue EuGVVO – Verbesserung des Rechtsschutzes im
Europäischen Binnenmarkt?”). The conference will take place in Graz (Austria).

The conference language will be German. More information is available on the
conference website.
The programme reads as follows:

Thursday, 23 Oktober 2014
14:00 Welcome notice
14:30 Vom Heidelberger-Report zum Kommissionsvorschlag, Robert Fucik
(Vienna)
15:00 Der Anwendungsbereich der neuen EuGVVO, Bartosz Sujecki
(Utrecht)
15:30 Die neue EuGVVO und die Schiedsgerichtsbarkeit, Petra HietanenKunwald, Riikka Koulu & Santtu Turunen (Helsinki)
16:00 Discussion
16:30 Break
17:00 Änderungen im Bereich der internationalen Zuständigkeit, Jan von
Hein (Freiburg im Breisgau)
17:20 Änderungen in Versicherungs-,
Arbeitssachen, Ale Gali (Ljubljana)

Verbraucher-

und

17:40 Gerichtsstandsvereinbarungen, Bettina Nunner-Krautgasser (Graz)
18:00 Discussion

Friday, 24 Oktober 2014
10:00 Rechtshängigkeit, Alan Uzelac (Zagreb)
10:30 Einstweiliger Rechtsschutz, Vesna Rijavec & Sascha Verovnik
(Marburg/Graz)
11:00 Discussion
11:30 Anerkennung und Vollstreckung, Matthias Neumayr
(Salzburg/Wien)
12:15 Discussion
12:45 Break
13:45 Änderungen durch die Schaffung eines Einheitlichen Patentgerichts
und des Benelux-Gerichtshofs, Bartosz Sujecki (Utrecht)
14:15 Die neue EuGVVO und der Rest der Welt, Gottfried Musger (Wien)
14:45 Discussion

Invitation to Tender: Economic
Study to Cross-Border Trade in the
Insurance Sector
The European Commission has published an invitation to tender relating to an
economic study on the impact of differences in insurance contract law on crossborder trade in the insurance sector. Deadline for submissions is 28 October
2014. More information is available here and here.

Yearbook of Private International
Law, 2013-2014
In line with its predecessors, Volume XV (2013/2014) of the Yearbook of Private
International Law offers a comprehensive insight into the contemporary trends
of private international law in terms of both theoretical thinking and practical
achievements. The volume includes two contributions from prominent scholars
on freedom of movement of public documents and records within the EU, a whole
section on Brussels Ibis Regulation, a dozen national reports on recognition
and enforcement of foreign judgments outside the EU from Turkey to
Australia, from Russian Federation to Egypt, from South Korea to Commonwealth
Africa as well as an overview of the new codification in Albania. Two essays on
internal conflict of laws and on the challenges posed by cross-border coordination
in insolvency matters complete this valuable collection.
To see the table of contents click here.

New Issue of Revue Hellénique de
Droit International
The new issue of Revue Hellénique de Droit International 2/2013 [Vol. 66] was
published earlier this month.
Table des matières
Première Partie – Articles
Dossier spécial
La Proposition de Règlement du Conseil du 16 mars 2011 relatif à la compétence,
la loi applicable, la reconnaissance et l’exécution des décisions en matière de
régimes matrimoniaux
Partie II
Chryssa Tsouca – Le droit applicable aux régimes matrimoniaux à défaut de choix
des époux

249

Nikolaos Davrados – Jurisdictional issues concerning matrimonial property
regimes
259
Deuxième Partie – Études
Evangelos Vassilakakis – International jurisdiction in insurance matters under
Regulation
Brussels
I
…………………………………………………………………………. 273
Anthi Pelleni – Obligation to assess the creditworthiness of the consumer and the
responsibility
of
banks
…………………………………………………………………………. 295
Nicholas M. Poulantzas – The European Union and the Exclusive Economic Zone
of Mediterranean States: Does a duty to cooperate exist?

………………………………………………………

311

Troisième Partie – Jurisprudence
Georgios Panopoulos – La jurisprudence grecque de droit international privé en
2012
319
Ioannis Prezas, Lisa Böhmer & Inès el Hayek – Centre International pour le
Règlement des Différends relatifs aux investissements (CIRDI). Chronique du
contentieux 2012 ……… 335

Quatrième Partie – Législation et documents
International agreements ratified by the Hellenic Republic in 2012 ….. 379

Cinquième Partie – Varia
Antoine Maniatis – Approche syncrétiste du droit para la sociologie du droit et
l’anthropologie
du
droit
…………………………………………………………………………. 385
Fethullah Bayraktar – La question du drone en droit international …. 399
Jaques Bipele Kemfouedio – L’impact juridique du financement international des
élections en Afrique : réflexions sur le cas de l’élection présidentielle ivoirienne
de 2010 ……………. 417
Pallavi Kishore – Le tribunal international de Tokyo pour les crimes de guerre
commis sur des femmes : jugement de l’esclavage sexuel organisé par l’armée
japonaise ……………….. 447
Haroune Ould Ahmed – Les réserves à caractère religieux …………….. 461
Stefanos Vlachopoulos – The translation of legal texts: To what extent can
functionality
be
creative?
…………………………………………………………………………. 471

Sixième Partie – Notes bibliographiques
Kalliopi Makridou & Georgios Diamantopoulos (eds), Issues of Estoppel and Res
Judicata in Anglo-American and Greek Law (Tonia Korka)
……………………………………………..
487
Ingrid Rossi, Legal Status of Non-governmental Organizations in International
Law (Tonia Korka)
489
Ouvrages reçus …………………………………………………………………… 493
RHDI 66 (2013)

Invitation to Tender: Study on the
Service of Documents
The European Commission has published an invitation to tender relating to a
study on the service of documents. The study shall analyze the Member States’
relevant provisions and practices and minimum standards. Deadline for
submissions is 30 October 2014. More information is available here and here.

Spanish Yearbook of International
Law: Call for Papers
The Call for Papers for Vol. 18 (2013-2014) of the Spanish Yearbook of
International Law (SYbIL), in now open. Manuscripts dealing with any topic of

interest in the field of Public and Private International Law and International
Relations should be submitted to the editors by 31 October 2014. The
manuscripts shall conform to the Style Guide of the SYbIL (available here) and
must be submitted to the Editor’s address at editor@sybil.es.
A few words on the journal
The Spanish Yearbook of International Law (SYbIL) was founded in 1991, and
is edited by the Asociación Española de Profesores de Derecho Internacional y
relaciones Internacionales (AEPDIRI). It provides an annual report on new
developments in international law . From 1991 to 2012 (vols. 1-17), the Yearbook
was published by Martinus Nijhoff/Brill. From vol. 18 onwards, the Editor decided
to go entirely on-line under a complete open-access philosophy.
Since its first volume, the Yearbook has endeavored to make a significant
academic contribution to the on-going development of international law, with a
particular focus on Spanish doctrine and practice. In 2013, with the election of a
new Editorial Board, a new editorial plan was adopted and the SYbIL changed
its purpose, structure and editorial model. This new website (www.sybil.es) tries
to offer the contents of this new epoch of the Yearbook as well as all the old
printed volumes of the SYbIL (except last volume, by the moment). This editorial
decision will enable the Yearbook to be accessible to the entire international
readership, offering current research in Spanish academic institutions but other
research of what Oscar Schachter labelled as the “invisible college of
international law” as well.
Fully aware of the paramount importance of international practice, the Yearbook
publishes contributions in English from active practitioners of international law
on a regular basis. The Yearbook also includes critical comments on Spanish State
practice relating to international and EU law, as well as international reactions to
that practice. The General Articles section gives authors an opportunity to submit
original manuscripts (15,000-18,000 words) on a broad range of topics in
international law and international relations.
Note: The SYbIL is a double blind peer-review publication.

Forthcoming
Title:
Private
International Law in the English
Courts
Prof. Adrian Brigg’s new ouvrage on PIL, of more than 1.000 pages and which has
been described as “a major restatement of the rules of Private International Law
in the English Courts”, is about to appear at OUP.
The book offers a restatement of European and English Private International Law
as it applies in the English courts. The author has set out to create a
contemporary approach to private international law which is distinguished from
the traditional approach of describing private international law through its
common law foundations. The author places European Regulations, and related
statutory material, at the front and centre of the book, reorganising private
international law according to the principles that the law is increasingly European
and decreasingly insular. As such the work constitutes an approach to the area
which is essential for litigators dealing with questions of private international law
influenced by forty years of European legislation. The in-depth discussion will also
be valuable to academics specialising in private international law. Written by an
academic who is also a practising barrister, this book seeks to highlight the
techniques and principles which provide the hidden infrastructure and support
mechanisms for the private international law rules of European law, as well as the
remaining standing of the common law rules of private international law.
The book will be useful to practising lawyers tackling issues of private
international law as it now is, after forty years of European legislation, but the indepth discussion will also be valuable to academic lawyers specialising in private
international law. Written by an academic who is also a practising barrister, this
book seeks to highlight the techniques and principles which provide the hidden
infrastructure and support mechanism for the private international law rules of
European law, as well as (albeit second) for the common law rules of private
international law.

The release of the book is expected next month; the table of contents is already
available here.

