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Abstract

Until recently, the law in most common law countries including Australia has been cautious about, if
not opposed to, enforcing agreements between family members, in both domestic and international
disputes. That attitude has changed in recent years, with agreements given a much more prominent
role at least domestically, particularly in the case of family property agreements, called ‘binding financial
agreements’ in Australia. In contrast, the effect of agreements about jurisdiction in international family
litigation remains far less certain. This presentation will consider the way agreements about jurisdiction
are treated in international family litigation and compare that with the treatment of jurisdictional
agreements in commercial cases.
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