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Globalization through the re-codification of property law?

The globalization of markets, technology, and interpersonal networks poses a growing challenge for
national legal systems. Property law is traditionally considered a "domestic" field of law, not only because
of its structural features (such as the in rem or numerus clausus principles), but also because it promotes
cultural, economic, and social values. The decision if property law should be globalized also requires a
choice among potential globalization strategies (how to do so). This lecture examines four globalization
strategies: (1) soft law / private ordering; (2) conflict of laws; (3) approximation; and (4) supranationalism.
It does so by comparing three types of assets: land, digital assets, and cultural property — which have all
been dramatically affected by current processes of globalization, albeit in diverging ways. It is argued that
different strategies of globalization, and corresponding forms of re-codification of national property laws,
should be adopted for land, digital assets, and cultural property.

Prof. Dr. Amnon Lehavi (J.5.D, LL.M, Yale) is Full Professor at the Harry Radzyner Law School at Reichman
University, Israel, and former Dean of the Law School (2016-2021). He serves as Academic Director of the
G City Real Estate Institute at Reichman University. Prof. Lehavi is the national Correspondent for Israel in
the International Institute for the Unification of Private Law (UNIDROIT). He also served as Co-President of
the Law Schools Global League (2018-2021). Prof. Lehavi is the author of Property Law in a Globalizing
World (Cambridge UP, 2019) and The Construction of Property: Norms, Institutions, Challenges
(Cambridge UP, 2013), and the editor of Disruptive Technology, Legal Innovation, and the Future of Real
Estate (Springer, 2020), One Hundred Years of Zoning and the Future of Cities (Springer, 2018), and Private
Communities and Urban Governance: Theoretical and Comparative Perspectives (Springer, 2016). Email:
alehavi@runi.ac.il; Twitter: @Alehavi.



