Recent Publication: Towards
Universal Parenthood in Europe

The recently published book Towards Universal Parenthood in Europe
(Editoriale Scientifica, 2025), edited by Laura Carpaneto, Francesca Maoli,
and Ilaria Queirolo, offers a timely and rigorous contribution to European
private international law and family law scholarship.

This volume follows the convention reported at this blog here and likewise
presents the results of the UniPAR - Towards Universal Parenthood in Europe
project, an EU-co-funded research initiative that addresses some of the most
complex legal challenges in cross-border parenthood. Bringing together expert
authors from different universities across European Union, the book combines
theoretical frameworks with practical insights into how parenthood is recognised
and regulated across different Member States. Covering six EU jurisdictions
(Spain, Belgium, Italy, Bulgaria, Croatia and Poland) the book provides
comprehensive national reports and comparative analyses on key issues of
jurisdiction, applicable law, adoption, recognition of decisions and birth
certificates and judicial cooperation in parenthood matters. The contents are
available here.

This scholarly work advances the debate on the need for coherence in legal
frameworks governing parentage and family relationships in European Union,
especially in contexts involving cross-border mobility, assisted reproductive
technologies and the recognition of family statuses across Member States. The
final conclusions and recommendations serve both academic and policy
audiences, offering structured reflections on legislative gaps and potential paths
towards harmonised rules in EU private international law.This is an essential
resource that deepens understanding of the legal implications of cross-border
parenthood and strengthens the foundation for future legislative reform in
European Union.
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