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Since not all readers of the blog can be presumed to be avid consumers of the
Journal of Legal History, it may be worth pointing out that issue 46/1 (2025)
(table of contents here) was dedicated to jurisdiction in the European Central
Middle Ages. In their (open access) introduction, historians Danica Summerlin
and Alice Taylor suggest explaining medieval law neither through the
(rediscovered) Codex Justinianus as the basis of a ius commune, nor through the
concept of legal pluralism, but instead through the emerging law of jurisdiction.
Indeed, their approach deviates from earlier state-focused analyses on struggles
between state and church and instead “foregrounds actors and performances as
the means by which jurisdictions were asserted, defined and formalized - or, to
put it another way, as the means by which jurisdiction came into being.” The
issue emerges from a British Academy funded multi-year research project on
Jurisdictions, political discourse, and legal community, 1050-1250 that brought
together (legal) historians from Europe and North America - but not, it seems,
conflict of laws scholars. The contributions are fascinating and relevant for those
of us who want to understand conflict of laws through its history - and may
perhaps even provide a basis for future collaborations across disciplines?
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