Handbook European Civil
Procedure

A new extensive handbook on European Civil Procedure (eds.
EURQPEAR 1YL Xandra Kramer, Stefaan Voet and Adriani Dori) was just
e e N o published by De Gruyter Brill. This book offers a
‘ comprehensive overview of the overarching themes shaping
civil justice in Europe, an overview of key instruments and a

broader outlook on the future of European civil procedure.

The book is divided into three parts. Part I deals with the general themes
regarding the development of European civil procedure, including the EU
competence, historical perspectives, the principles of mutual trust and access to
justice as foundational principles, the interaction between European and national
civil procedure and innovation and the role of digitalisation in civil procedure.
Part II deals with key topics of litigation and other means of dispute resolution. It
starts with the service of documents as this is usually the first step in initiating
litigation, and following the sequence of the procedure discusses the international
jurisdiction, taking of evidence and the recognition and enforcement based on the
general EU instruments. Two chapters address international jurisdiction and
enforcement in family matters, maintenance, matrimonial property and
succession. Uniform debt collection procedures, asset preservation, insolvency
proceedings and specialised courts are discussed in separate chapters. The last
three chapters focus on ADR and ODR as alternative pathways, collective redress
and legal aid, costs and funding of civil litigation. Part III is dedicated to general
and future outlooks on European civil procedure, including harmonisation
through soft law, the EU enlargement process (Albania, Serbia and Ukraine) and
perspectives from non-European jurisdictions (China, South Africa, the United
States and Brazil) and wider challenges of European civil procedure. A hybrid
launch event, organised by the European Civil Justice Centre, will be held at
Leuven University on 25-26 June (information to follow). More information
available at the publisher’s website here.
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