
Call for papers – fourth edition of
their Decolonial Comparative Law
Workshop series
This post is posted on behalf of Kwamou FEUKEU Eva, Head of the Africa Centre
of Expertise and Coordinator of Decolonial Comparative Law, Max-Planck-Institut
für ausländisches und internationales Privatrecht

The Africa Centre of Expertise and the Max Planck Institute for Comparative and
International Private Law have announced a call for papers for the fourth edition
of their Decolonial Comparative Law Workshop series, to be held on 5–6 May
2027 in Douala in collaboration with the Fondation Afric’Avenir.  This  edition
focuses  on the theme “Decolonial  Comparative  Law and the Informal/Formal
Economy,” asking scholars to rethink the distinction between formal and informal
economies from a decolonial and comparative perspective. The workshop places
particular emphasis on recognising the informal economy as a site of legality in
its  own  right,  foregrounding  legal  pluralism  and  context-specific  practices.
Contributions are encouraged on a wide range of topics, including microlending,
alternative forms of value creation, labour rights in informal work, and indigenous
and  customary  economies.  Selected  papers  will  be  discussed  in  an
interdisciplinary setting, with engagement from peers, scholars from fields such
as anthropology, history, and economics, and practitioners and artists.

The  deadline  for  paper  submissions  is  1  September  2026.  Further  details,
including  the  full  call  for  papers  (available  in  English,  French,  Portuguese,
S p a n i s h ,  a n d  A r a b i c ) ,  c a n  b e  a c c e s s e d  h e r e :
https://www.mpipriv.de/2020710/decola-informal-formal-economy.  An  online
information session for prospective applicants will be held on 18 March 2026 at
1 0 : 0 0  a n d  1 6 : 0 0  G M T ,  w i t h  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  h e r e :
https://events.mpipriv.de/b?p=decola_and_the_informal_forma_leconomy_informat
ion_session. Following the workshop, an “Epupa School” (meaning “rainy season”
in the Douala language) will take place from 10 to 12 May 2027 at the Fondation
Afric’Avenir, offering scholars, students, and activists an opportunity to further
engage  with  decolonial  comparative  approaches  to  the  formal  and  informal
economy.
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