
The  Explosion  of  Private
International  Law  in  Asian
Scholarship

The 21st century has witnessed a remarkable surge in academic scholarship on
private international law in Asia. This is not to say that significant studies on the
subject  were  absent  before  this  period.  However,  in  recent  decades,  Asian
scholars have brought renewed vigour and depth to the field, establishing private
international law as a critical area of legal inquiry on the continent.

A testament to this intellectual flourishing is Hart Publishing’s extensive series on
private  international  law  in  Asia,  featuring  no  fewer  than  16  volumes  with
Professors Anselmo Reyes and Paul Beaumont as Series Editors. These works
serve as a rich repository of comparative legal thought, offering valuable insights
that  extend  far  beyond  Asia’s  borders.  Scholars  and  practitioners  seeking
inspiration from diverse jurisdictions will  find these books to be an essential
resource. Moreover, other publishers have also contributed to this growing body
of literature, further amplifying Asia’s voice in the global discourse on private
international law.

Having read and reviewed many of these works on the blog, I am continually
struck  by  the  depth  of  scholarship  they  offer.  Each  new book  reveals  fresh
perspectives, reinforcing the notion that private international law is not merely a
regional concern but a truly global conversation.

As someone deeply engaged with African private international law, I have found
immense  value  in  these  Asian  publications.  The  parallels  between  Asia  and
Africa—particularly in terms of legal pluralism and cultural diversity—make these
studies both relevant and instructive. The cross-pollination of ideas between these
regions has the potential to strengthen the development of private international
law in both continents.

What is most striking about this surge in Asian scholarship is its outward-looking
nature. No longer confined to internal discussions, private international law in
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Asia is now exporting ideas, influencing legal developments worldwide. This is a
phenomenon that deserves both recognition and emulation. The rise of Asian
scholarship in private international law is not just an academic trend—it is a
pivotal force shaping the future of global legal thought.
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