Special Issue: Proceedings of the
Bremen Conference on Informed
Consent to Dispute Resolution
Agreements

The German Law Journal has published a Special Issue featuring the proceedings
of the international conference on Informed Consent to Dispute Resolution
Agreements, held in Bremen on 20-21 June 2024 (see our earlier
announcement here).

Edited by Gralf-Peter Calliess and Nicholas Mouttotos of the University of
Bremen, the special issue brings together contributions from leading scholars in
private international law, international civil procedure, and international
arbitration. Contributors include: Symeon C. Symeonides, Nancy S. Kim, Gralf-
Peter Calliess, Frederick Rielander, Peter McColgan, Laura E. Little, Kermit
Roosevelt I, Soren Segger-Piening, John F. Coyle, Hannah L. Buxbaum, Marta
Pertegas Sender, Stephen Ware, Stefan F. Thonissen and Nicholas Mouttotos.

The collection addresses a central tension in modern dispute resolution: how to
reconcile party autonomy in forum and choice-of-law agreements with the
requirement of consent, and how informed should consent be, particularly where
such agreements are embedded in standard-form contracts affecting weaker
parties such as consumers and employees.

The issue encompasses perspectives from both the United States and the
European Union, examining questions of constitutional fairness, access to justice,
and the legitimacy of contractual self-determination. Contributions trace the
historical development of party autonomy, critique the adequacy of existing
consent models, examine their outward abandonment while also exploring
comparative regulatory approaches to protecting vulnerable contracting parties.

The special issue is available in the German Law Journal, Volume 26, Special
Issue 5, and the editorial can be found here. The German Law Journal is a
pioneering (Gold) open-access, peer-reviewed forum for scholarship and
commentary on comparative, European, and international law, offering free and
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