Inaugural event European Civil
Justice Centre

In 2025, the European Civil Justice Centre (ECJC) was established at Erasmus
School of Law in Rotterdam. This Centre was set up to facilitate the collaboration
of scholars and other stakeholders across Europe and beyond in conducting
research and related activities with a view to promoting access to justice. The
Centre consolidates extensive work spearheaded by Erasmus School of Law civil
justice scholars over the past fifteen years (see www.euciviljustice.eu), benefits in
particular from support by the KU Leuven, and builds on collaborations with
academics, practitioners and policy-makers around the globe.

The European Civil Justice Centre will hold its inaugural event, The Future of
Civil Justice in Europe: Enhancing Access and Innovation, on 27 November
2025. More information and the program is available here. To register for in-
person attendance click here, and for online participation here. Introductory
speeches will be given by Xandra Kramer (Erasmus School of Law), Stefaan Voet
(KU Leuven) and Anna Nylund (Bergen University). A thought-provoking keynote
speech will be given by Alan Uzelac (Zagreb University) on the state of civil
justice in Europe, focusing on empirical insights, access to justice, and the need
for innovation across systems. This will be followed by a panel presenting
Academic perspectives ‘Rethinking Civil Justice: Comparative, Empirical, and
Technological Dimensions’ and a panel on Policy, Practice & Innovation
‘Delivering Justice: Challenges and Opportunities in Practice’.

The European Civil Justice Centre promotes research, policy-making and related
training activities in support of the further development of European civil justice,
with the aim of strengthening tailor-made access to justice for businesses and
citizens. Key areas of interest include, but are not limited to, research activities
on (1) collective actions and public interest litigation, promoting legal
mobilization with the aim to enforce rights for the public good and/or
(disadvantaged) groups; (2) legal aid and assistance, and third-party litigation
funding; (3) digitalisation of civil justice, including Al; (4) ADR and ODR; and (5)
anti-SLAPPS (strategic litigation against public participation). The Centre is
dedicated to capacity-building for joint research projects, including and policy-
oriented research, strengthening societal outreach and impact, and creating
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opportunities for early career researchers. More information on opportunities to
become a fellow and further activities will become available soon.



