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The Permanent Bureau of the HCCH is pleased to announce that the fifth editions
of the Practical Handbooks on the Operation of the 1965 Service and 1970
Evidence Conventions are now available for purchase in both paper and e-book
format.

The 1965 Service and 1970 Evidence Conventions establish uniform frameworks
of cooperation mechanisms to streamline, respectively, the transmission of
documents for service abroad and the taking of evidence abroad. The Service and
Evidence Handbooks are intended to assist users of the Conventions, including
Central Authorities, government officials, courts, counsel and legal practitioners,
by providing practical guidance on their implementation and operation.

The Practical Handbook on the 1965 Service Convention is designed first and
foremost to assist users with the operation of the main and alternative channels of
transmission and the provisions regarding adequate protection of the defendant.
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As for the Practical Handbook on the 1970 Evidence Convention, it is designed to
assist users with the operation of the two systems of taking evidence that are
provided by the Convention, namely (1) Letters of Request and (2) Consuls and
Commissioners. The Practical Handbooks also explain how information
technology is and may be used to further enhance the operation of the
Conventions, including by incorporating, for the 1970 Evidence Convention,
relevant information from the HCCH Guide to Good Practice on the Use of Video-
Link.

Incorporating recent developments, court decisions, and practical examples
provided by experts from around the world, as well as updates from the meeting
of the Special Commission held in July 2024, the fifth editions of the Handbooks
are essential resources for anyone involved in the implementation and operation
of the 1965 Service and 1970 Evidence Conventions.

More information on how to purchase hard copies and/or e-book copies is
available on the Publications section of the HCCH website (for the general
public). Specific instructions for HCCH National and Contact Organs and
Member Central Authorities designated under the Service and Evidence
Conventions are also provided on the Publications section of the HCCH website.

This post is published by the Permanent Bureau of the Hague Conference of
Private International Law (HCCH).
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