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Following the publication of two seminal books on the recently adopted HCCH
2019  Judgments  Convention  (Mattias  Weller  et  al.  (eds),  The  HCCH  2019
Judgments Convention – Cornerstones, Prospects and Outlooks (Hart, 2023) and
Ronald A. Brand et al, The 2019 Hague Judgments Convention (OUP, 2023), Eva
Jueptner’s newly published work delves into the extensive history of this project,
which has now moved on to address issues of international (direct) jurisdiction in
civil and commercial matters (for details on the ongoing “Jurisdiction Project”,
see here). Entitled “A Hague Convention on Jurisdiction and Judgments – Why did
the Judgments Project (1992-2001) Fail?” Jueptner’s book attempts to shed light
on the root causes of the original project’s setbacks.

Undoubtedly,  this  book is  not  the first  foray  into  exploring the issue of  the
project’s failure, which was initiated in 1992, and proposing lessons to be gleaned
from  past  experiences  (whether  through  books,  articles,  or  book  chapters).
However, it stands out as the first comprehensive volume devoted to this crucial
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subject. Consisting of an Introduction and nine Chapters, each chapter title – with
the exception of Chapters 1 and 9 – is posed as a question. Chapter 9 serves as a
concluding reflection, presenting “Lessons (to be) Drawn from the Failure of the
Judgments Project.”

The book’s complete table of contents is available here.

 

The book’s description reads as follows:

A Hague Convention on Jurisdiction and Judgments (1992–2001): Why did the
Judgments Project Fail? provides the first comprehensive analysis of the question
of  why  the  original  Judgments  Project  of  the  Hague  Conference  on  Private
International Law failed in 2001. The ‘Judgments Project’, sometimes referred to
as  the  holy  grail  of  private  international  law,  was  a  remarkable  and
important undertaking. Its purpose was to create a global regime to secure the
recognition  and  enforcement  of  foreign  judgments  in  civil  and  commercial
matters, as well as globally applicable rules on international direct jurisdiction,
determining which national courts can hear international civil and commercial
proceedings.  Key  players  in  the  project  included  the  member  states  of  the
European Community and the United States of America.

 By  applying  an  interdisciplinary  approach  of  legal  analysis  and  project
management, the book demonstrates that the preparation and management of the
pre-negotiation phase of the project were not commensurate to the complexity of
the  endeavour,  which  is  likely  to  have  contributed  substantially  to  the
discontinuation  of  the  project.  The  patterns  of  previous  successful  Hague
Conference  project  management,  as  demonstrated  by  the  work  on  the  1980
Hague  Child  Abduction  Convention  and  the  1993  Intercountry  Adoption
Convention, are also analysed, with the perspective that these patterns, which
comprised an assessment of the need for and the desirability of new convention
projects, as well as their technical and political feasibility, were largely absent
from the Hague Judgments Project.

 Determining why the Hague Judgments Project failed is important not only from
the perspective of legal history, but also for future efforts to unify grounds of
jurisdiction on a global level. As this book shows, unifying grounds of jurisdiction
on a global level is not an impossible undertaking. Rather, in order to create a
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successful instrument on jurisdiction, it is vital that the right lessons are drawn
from the failed Judgments Project. This book will  therefore be of interest for
policymakers  and  legal  scholars  working  on  the  unification  of  rules  of
international  direct  jurisdiction  and  rules  concerning  the  recognition  and
enforcement of foreign judgments in civil and commercial matters. By illustrating
that  the  failure  to  adopt  an  approach guided by  sound project  management
principles is likely to have contributed to the failure of the negotiations, this book
also contributes to the literature on international relations and successful treaty-
making at international conferences and in international organisations.
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