Open Online Conference on
International Recovery of
Maintenance by Public Bodies on
May 15th, 2024

The following announcement has been shared with us by the Child Support
Forum.

The Child Support Forum is pleased to invite every interested stakeholder to an
open conference deepening the topic of cross-border maintenance recovery by
public bodies.

Due to the increase in international mobility of families, the need for immediate
child support in case of default of maintenance payment is growing. This support
often consists of advance maintenance payments granted by public authorities,
which then must be reimbursed by the debtor. The enormous sums of money that
states spend on these benefits make the cross-border enforcement of
maintenance by public bodies an important political issue.

The first three meetings of the Child Support Forum showed that there is a great
need for exchange between the public bodies. On the one hand, they face
different hurdles in enforcing their claims due to the diversity of the maintenance
support systems. On the other hand, common problems were also identified. The
results of this work will be presented.

In a future perspective, it is clear that the tension between the need for more
support for children, for an effective recovery of maintenance against debtors,
and debtor protection is growing. It will be interesting to discuss to what extent
the States make the grant of benefits dependent on the legal possibilities for
reimbursement. For example, in the light of the text of the 2007 Convention and
of the EU-Maintenance Regulation, public bodies currently have less support from
Central Authorities when they seek reimbursement of maintenance support than
children do when they claim child maintenance. Thus, the question arises as to
whether debtor protection still justifies this legal situation and how maintenance
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debtors can be protected from double claims when it is no longer the child alone
but a public body that seeks the recovery of maintenance payments.

The conference will mark the end of a series of three seminars on the topic of
maintenance recovery by public bodies and is intended to provide insight into its
socio-political and legal aspects as well as a unique opportunity for exchange with
experts from different fields (academics, Central Authorities, public bodies from
different countries).

The conference program can be downloaded here.
To register, please click here
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