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Jacco Bomhoff (LSE), Ugljesa Grusic and Manuel Penades (KCL) are pleased to
announce  that  the  LSE Law School  will  host  a  symposium to  celebrate  the
scholarly work of emeritus professor Trevor C Hartley.

Trevor has long been one of the world’s most distinguished scholars of Conflict of
Laws (Private International Law), continuing a tradition started at the LSE by
Professor Otto Kahn-Freund. For many decades, he has been at the forefront of
developments in the field. As a prominent critic, notably of the Court of Justice’s
efforts  to  unify  European  private  international  law.  But  also  as  an  active
participant  in  projects  of  legislation  and  modernization.  And  as  author  of
authoritative treatises and clear and accessible student textbooks.

His publications include the Hartley & Dogauchi Explanatory Report on the 2005
Hague Convention on Choice of Court Agreements, Hague lectures on ‘Mandatory
Rules in International Contracts: the Common Law Approach’ and ‘The Modern
Approach to Private International Law – International Litigation and Transactions
from a Common-Law Perspective’, student textbook on International Commercial
Litigation (CUP, now in its third edition from 2020), and monographs on Civil
Jurisdiction and Judgments in Europe (OUP, now in its second edition from 2023)
and  Choice-of-Court  Agreements  under  the  European  and  International
Instruments  (OUP,  2013).

This Symposium will  bring together colleagues and friends, from the UK and
abroad, to celebrate and discuss Trevor’s many contributions.  It  is  organised
around some of the main themes of Trevor’s private international law scholarship.

The first panel will focus on global and comparative private international law.
Paul Beaumont, Alex Mills, Veronica Ruiz Abou-Nigm, and Koji Takahashi (chair
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Roxana Banu) will discuss the 2019 and 2005 Hague Conventions, common law
and civil  law traditions  in  private  international  law,  and  the  role  of  private
international law in protecting global commons.

The second panel will examine contemporary English conflict of laws, through the
lens of Trevor’s famous ICLQ article on the systematic dismantling of the common
law of conflict of laws. Eva Lein, Andrew Dickinson, Jonathan Harris, and Adrian
Briggs  (chair  Pippa  Rogerson)  will  discuss  the  ‘Italian  torpedo’,  anti-suit
injunctions,  forum non conveniens,  and the residual  influence (if  any)  of  the
Brussels I Regulation in English law.

The  third  panel  will  focus  on  dispute  resolution.  Alexander  Layton,  Richard
Fentiman, Jan Kleinheisterkamp, and Linda Silberman (chair Yvonne Baatz) will
explore the reflexive effect of EU private international law and dispute resolution
clauses, the interplay between EU (private international) law and arbitration, and
the  comparison  between  the  2005  Hague  Convention  and  the  New  York
Convention.

In  addition,  Lawrence  Collins,  Hans  van  Loon,  Damian  Chalmers,  and  Carol
Harlow will give keynote speeches, reflecting on Trevor’s influence on private
international law, the work of the Hague Conference, EU law, and LSE.

This is an in-person event. It is open to all, subject to capacity, but registration is
required. Please follow this link for more information about the event, including
programme and registration.
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programme and registration.


