Today Israel signed the HCCH
2005 Choice of Court Convention
and the HCCH 2019 Judgments
Convention

Today (3 March 2021) Israel signed the HCCH Convention of 30 June 2005 on
Choice of Court Agreements (2005 Choice of Court Convention) and the HCCH
Convention of 2 July 2019 on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign
Judgments in Civil or Commercial Matters (2019 Judgments Convention). The
HCCH news item is available here.

It should be noted that in order to consent to be bound by the treaties, Israel
would need to deposit an instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval for
each treaty. In the meantime, a signatory State has the obligation not to defeat
the object and purpose of a treaty prior to its entry into force (article 18 of the UN
Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties).

The 2005 Choice of Court Convention has currently 32 Contracting Parties. The
act of signing does not make Israel a “Contracting Party” (yet) but it is definitely a
good step forward and an excellent sign of the relevance of the Convention today.

The 2019 Judgments Convention is not yet in force. In accordance with its article
28: “This Convention shall enter into force on the first day of the month following
the expiration of the period during which a notification may be made in
accordance with Article 29(2) with respect to the second State that has
deposited its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession referred to in Article 24.”

There are currently three signatory States: Israel, Uruguay and Ukraine. The act
of signing a treaty does not count towards the timeline specified in article 28 of
the 2019 Judgments Convention as it is not an instrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession.
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