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STUDIES IN PRIVATE INTERMNATIONAL LAW

A foreign judgment that cannot be enforced is useless no matter how well it
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is/was written. The fact that a foreign judgment can be readily enforced aids the
prompt settlement of disputes and makes international commercial transactions
more effective. The importance of the enforcement of foreign judgments cannot
be over-emhpasised because international commercial parties are likely to lose
confidence in a system that does not protect their interests in the form of
recognising and enforcing a foreign judgment.

Today Hart published a new private international law monograph focused on the
recognition and enforcement of foreign judgments. Its title is “The Hague
Judgments Convention and Commonwealth Model Law: A Pragmatic Perspective.”
The author of this monograph is Dr Abubakri Yekini of the Lagos State University.
The monograph is based on his PhD thesis at the University of Aberdeen titled “A
Critical Analysis of the Hague Judgments Convention and Commonwealth Model
Law from a Pragmatic Perspective.”

The abstract of the book reads as follows:

“This book undertakes a systematic analysis of the 2019 Hague Judgments
Convention, the 2005 Hague Choice of Court Convention 2005, and the 2017
Commonwealth Model Law on recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Judgments
from a pragmatic perspective.

The book builds on the concept of pragmatism in private international law within
the context of recognition and enforcement of judgments. It demonstrates the
practical application of legal pragmatism by setting up a toolbox (pragmatic goals
and methods) that will assist courts and policymakers in developing an effective
and efficient judgments’ enforcement scheme at national, bilateral and
multilateral levels.

Practitioners, national courts, policymakers, academics, students and litigants will
benefit from the book’s comparative approach using case law from the United
Kingdom and other leading Commonwealth States, the United States, and the
Court of Justice of the European Union. The book also provides interesting
findings from the empirical research on the refusal of recognition and
enforcement in the UK and the Commonwealth statutory registration schemes
respectively.”

I have had the benefit of reading this piece once and can confidently recommend
it to anyone interested in the important topic of recognition and enforcement of
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foreign judgments. The pragmatic approach utilised in the book makes the work
an interesting read. My prediction is that this book will endure for a long time,
and will likely be utilised in adjudication.



