
Commission  recommends  for  EU
to  join  Hague  Judgments
Convention
According to a press release, the EU Commission has proposed for the EU to join
the 2019 Hague Judgments Convention. So far, the Convention has been signed,
but not yet ratified, by three states (Israel, Ukraine, Uruguay).

The full statement reads as follows:

International Justice: The Commission proposes for the EU to join the
Hague Judgments Convention

Today, the Commission has adopted a proposal for the EU’s accession to the
Hague  Judgement  Convention,  an  international  treaty  that  facilitates  the
recognition and enforcement of judgements in civil and commercial matters in
foreign jurisdictions. Didier Reynders, Commissioner for Justice, said: “Having
one’s rights enforced in a country outside of the EU can be very cumbersome,
both  for  private  persons  and  for  businesses.  The  EU  joining  the  Hague
Judgments Convention would improve legal  certainty and save citizens and
companies time and money. The average length of proceedings would decrease
considerably.”  Currently,  EU  citizens  and  businesses  that  want  to  have  a
judgment given in the EU to be recognised and enforced in a non-EU country
face numerous legal issues due to the absence of an international framework.
This legal uncertainty as well as the associated costs may cause businesses and
citizens  to  give  up  on  pursuing  their  claims  or  decide  not  to  engage  in
international  dealings  altogether.  The  Convention  on  Recognition  and
Enforcement of Foreign Judgments in Civil or Commercial Matters, adopted in
July 2019, offers a comprehensive legal framework with clear rules as to the
recognition and enforcement of foreign judgments. The Commission’s proposal
will now have to be adopted by the Council, with the European Parliament’s
consent,  for  the  EU  to  join  the  Convention.  More  information  on  the
International  Cooperation  on  Civil  Justice  is  available  here.  (For  more
information: Christian Wigand – Tel.: +32 229 62253; Katarzyna Kolanko – Tel.:
+32 229 63444; Jördis Ferroli – Tel.: +32 229 92729)
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