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A new volume in the series of Ius Comparatum – Global Studies in Comparative
Law has been recently published by Springer. The volume was edited by Prof.
Catherine Kessedjian, Université Panthéon-Assas Paris II Paris, France, and Prof.
Humberto Cantú Rivera, School of Law University of Monterrey, Mexico.

The  book  addresses  one  of  the  core  challenges  in  the  corporate  social
responsibility (or business and human rights) debate: how to ensure adequate
access to remedy for victims of corporate abuses that infringe upon their human
rights. However, ensuring access to remedy depends on a series of normative and
judicial elements that become highly complex when disputes are transnational. In
such  cases,  courts  need  to  consider  and  apply  different  laws  that  relate  to
company governance, to determine the competent forum, to define which bodies
of law to apply, and to ensure the adequate execution of judgments. The book also
discusses how alternative methods of dispute settlement can relate to this topic,
and the important role that private international law plays in access to remedy for
corporate-related human rights abuses.

This collection comprises 20 national reports from jurisdictions in Europe, North
America, Latin America and Asia, addressing the private international law aspects
of corporate social responsibility, most of which were prepared for the Fukuoka
Conference of the
International Academy of Comparative Law in the summer of 2018. They were
last
updated in  February  2019 for  this  publication.  The model  questionnaires,  in
French
and English, are included after the national reports.

The book draws two preliminary conclusions: that there is a need for a better
understanding of the role that private international law plays in cases involving
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transnational elements, in order to better design transnational solutions to the
issues  posed  by  economic  globalisation;  and  that  the  treaty  negotiations  on
business and human rights in the United Nations could offer a forum to clarify
and unify several of the elements that underpin transnational disputes involving
corporate human rights abuses, which could also help to identify and bridge the
existing  gaps  that  limit  effective  access  to  remedy.  Adopting  a  comparative
approach,  this  book  appeals  to  academics,  lawyers,  judges  and  legislators
concerned with the issue of access to remedy and reparation for corporate abuses
under the prism of private international law.
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