Belgium ratifies the 2000 Hague
Adults Convention

On 30 September Belgium ratified the Hague Convention of 13 January 2000 on
the International Protection of Adults. This means that the Convention will enter
into force for Belgium on 1 January 2021. The Convention will then have 13
Contracting States. All of them are in Europe (EU or neigbouring States): Austria,
Belgium, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, France, Finland, Germany, Latvia,
Monaco, Portugal, Switzerland and the United Kingdom (only Scotland). The
Convention has additionally been signed by a number of other States (all EU):
Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and Poland.

The European Parliament has attempted to have the Commission adopt EU
legislation on this topic (see its resolutions of 2008 and of 2017). The European
Law Institute has conducted a study on which we reported earlier (here).
Although the Commission has not initiated legislation, they are following up the
signing and ratifying of the Convention by Member States. They seem to have
success.

Belgium has been preparing the implementation legislation since 2019 and
initially planned to ratify the convention a year earlier, but the process was
delayed due to the setting up of an electronic central register of protected
persons.

(On the same day Belgium’s new federal government was sworn in after 493 days,
but that is unrelated!)
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