Some Brexit news: The UK has
extended the Hague Child Support
Convention and the Hague Choice
of Court Convention to Gibraltar in
the event the Withdrawal
Agreement is not approved

On 31 July 2019, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (UK)
extended the HCCH Convention of 23 November 2007 on the International
Recovery of Child Support and Other Forms of Family Maintenance (Child
Support Convention) and the HCCH Convention of 30 June 2005 on Choice of
Court Agreements (Choice of Court Convention) to Gibraltar in the event the
Withdrawal Agreement is not ratified and approved.

As indicated in the UK Notes: “[t]he United Kingdom is responsible for the
international relations of Gibraltar and wishes to ensure that Gibraltar continues
to be covered by the Agreement[s] in the event that the Withdrawal Agreement is
not approved.” If the Withdrawal Agreement is indeed signed, ratified and
approved by the UK and the European Union, the UK will withdraw its instrument
of ratification to the Child Support Convention and its instrument of accession to
the Choice of Court Convention and its declarations of territorial extent (incl.
reservations) to Gibraltar. The Depositary of the HCCH Conventions is the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands.

The UK has made a number of declarations and reservations under these
Conventions for Gibraltar. For more information, please click here (Child Support
Convention) and here (Choice of Court Convention).

The European Union, as a Regional Economic Integration Organisation, approved
both the Child Support Convention and the Choice of Court Convention on 9 April
2014 and 11 June 2015, respectively.
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