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Are there general principles of European conflict of laws? Looking at the myriad
of EU regulations in the area, one may well doubt it. And this explains why a new
book edited by Stefan Leible is so topical. It addresses themes and concepts that
reoccur across different conflicts regulations, but so far have not yet come under
detailed scrutiny as to whether they follow a coherent approach. Among them are
the usual suspects such as preliminary questions, characterisation, renvoi, party
autonomy,  the  determination  of  habitual  residence  and  the  application  of
overriding  mandatory  rules,  to  name but  a  few.  They  are  complemented  by
broader topics such as the role of recognition as a substitute for conflict of laws
and  economic  efficiency  in  European  private  international  law.  The  idea  of
treating those themes in one volume chimes with Leible’s idea of a ‚Rome 0’
Regulation, which he has expounded earlier together with Michael Müller (14
(2012/13)  Yearbook of  Private  International  Law 137).  The book is  a  logical
follow-up on this proposal. It analyses issue by issue whether there is indeed
enough material  that deserves to be treated in a ‘General  Part’  of  European
private international law. The authors of the book are well-known experts in the
field, such as Peter Mankowski, Heinz-Peter Mansel and Jan von Hein. The only
criticism one may level is that they are almost exclusively from Germany. It would
be interesting to  see how lawyers  from other  countries  react  to  the –  quite
Germanic – idea of an ‘Allgemeiner Teil’ for the European conflict of laws.
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