Save the Date: German-speaking
young scholars’ conference on
“Politics and Private International
Law” in April 2017

The following announcement has been kindly provided by Dr. Susanne L. Gossl,
LL.M., University of Bonn:

“As a group of doctoral and post-doctoral students with a keen interest in private
international law (PIL), we are trying to improve the exchange between young
scholars in this field. To further this aim, we have undertaken to organize a
conference for all German-speaking young scholars (i.e. doctoral and post-
doctoral students) with an interest in private international law.

PIL is understood broadly, including international jurisdiction and procedure,
ADR, uniform and comparative law, as long as there is a connection to cross-
border relationships.

The conference - which we hope to develop into a recurring event - will take
place at the University of Bonn on 6 and 7 April 2017. It will be dedicated to the
topic

Politics and Private International Law
- German title: Politik und Internationales Privatrecht -

Choice-of-law rules established in continental Europe have since Savigny
traditionally been regarded as ‘neutral’ as they only coordinate the law applicable
in substance. However, the second half of the last century was marked by a
realisation that choice-of-law rules may themselves promote or prevent certain
substantial results. In the US, this has led to a partial abolishment of the classic
understanding of the conflict of laws, and to its replacement by an analysis of the
particular governmental interests concerned. Other legal systems have also seen
traditional choice-of-law rules changed or limited by governmental or other
political interests. The conference is dedicated to discussing the different aspects
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of this interplay between private international law and politics as well as their
merits and demerits.

We welcome contributions which focus on classic political elements of private
international law, such as lois de police, ordre public or substantial provisions
within choice-of-law systems, but also comparisons to methodical alternatives to
PIL or contributions discussing more subtle political influences on seemingly
neutral choice-of-law rules. Examples range from the ever increasing influence of
the European Union over national or international political agendas to questions
of ‘regulatory competition’ (which may be relevant in establishing a national
forum for litigation or arbitration) or other regulatory issues (such as the
regulation of the allegedly international internet). By the same token,
international family law and questions of succession are constantly increasing in
relevance, the current growth of international migration making it a particularly
important field for governmental regulation.

We are glad to announce that Professor Dagmar Coester-Waltjen (University of
Gottingen) has accepted our invitation to inaugurate our conference on 6 April
2017. The afternoon will be dedicated to academic discourse and discussion and
conclude with a dinner. The conference will continue on 7 April. We plan to
publish all papers presented in a conference volume.

We intend to accommodate 6 to 10 papers in the conference programme, each of
which will be presented for half an hour, with some additional room for
discussion. We will publish a Call for Papers in early 2016 but invite everyone
interested to note down the conference date already and consider their potential
contributions to the conference topic (in German language).

For further information please visit
https://www.jura.uni-bonn.de/institut-fuer-deutsches-europaeisches-und-internatio
nales-familienrecht/ipr-tagungy.

Questions may be directed at Dr. Susanne L. Gossl, LL.M. (sgoessl(at)uni-
bonn.de).”
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