Save the date: Conference
European
civil
procedure
Rotterdam and MPI 25-26
February 2016
On 25 and 26 February 2016 a conference on the theme “From common rules
to best practices in European Civil Procedure” will be held at Erasmus
University Rotterdam. The conference is organised jointly by Erasmus School of
Law in Rotterdam (Prof. Xandra Kramer, Alina Ontanu and Monique Hazelhorst)
and the Max Planck Institute for European, International and Regulatory
Procedural Law in Luxembourg (Prof. Burkhard Hess). The conference will bring
together experts in the field of civil procedure and private international law from
the European Union and beyond. It seeks to facilitate in-depth discussion and
sharing of knowledge, practical experiences, and solutions, with the aim of
reinforcing mutual trust and contributing to the further development of European
civil procedure.
In the past fifteen years a considerable harmonisation of civil procedure has been
achieved in the EU with the aim of furthering judicial cooperation. In recent
years, the focus has shifted from minimum standards and harmonised rules to the
actual implementation, application, and operationalisation of the rule. Important
constituents in this discourse are the interaction between European civil
procedure and national law, e-Justice, ADR, and best practices in civil procedure.
The conference will focus on how to move beyond common rules and towards best
practices that give body to mutual trust and judicial cooperation, which can in
turn feed the further development of the European civil procedure framework
from the bottom up.
The conference will host four panels:
Panel 1: The need for common standards of EU civil procedure and how to
identify them: do we need harmonisation to achieve harmonious cooperation?
Panel 2: Procedural innovation and e-justice: how can innovative mechanisms for
dispute resolution contribute to cooperation in the field of civil justice?
Panel 3: How can alternative mechanisms for dispute resolution contribute to

judicial cooperation and what is needed to ensure effective access and
enforcement in cross-border cases?
Panel 4: How can the best practices of legal professionals with judicial
cooperation be operationalised to improve mutual trust?
Many distinguished specialists (academics, practitioners and policy makers) have
confirmed their participation. All those interested in civil procedure, EU law and
judicial cooperation are cordially invited to attend.
The program as well as a link for the registration will be posted on this
website soon!

