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Russia and Greece have strong historical, cultural, social and financial bonds for
centuries. In the aftermath of the 2nd World War, many people of Greek origin
were forced to leave Greece for political reasons; they moved to the USSR, where
they started a new life. Soon after the dissolution of the Soviet Union, and
following supporting Greek legislation for their return to the homeland, a
significant number of people decided to resettle in Greece. In order to cope with
Greek bureaucracy regarding personal status matters, certain documents and
court decisions of USSR (meanwhile Russian) origin had to be recognized in
Greece. The present article provides a first glance at the bilateral Convention on
judicial assistance in civil and criminal matters signed in 1981 between the
Hellenic Republic and the ex-USSR. This ?onvention applies since December 1995
in Greek - Russian civil and criminal matters. The article will focus on Ch. V of the
Convention, dealing exclusively with the issue of recognition and enforcement of
judgments and authentic instruments in civil matters. At the same time it serves
as a survey of reported and unreported Greek case law on the matter.
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