Service of Process through
Facebook or Twitter???

A curious piece of news published yesterday in Opinio Iuris by Julian Ku:

Legal claims can now be served via Facebook in Britain, after a
landmark ruling in the English High Court.

Mr Justice Teare gave the go-ahead for the social networking site to be used
in a commercial case where there were difficulties locating one of the
parties.

Facebook is routinely used to serve claims in Australia and New Zealand,
and has been used a handful of times in Britain. However, this is the first
time it has been approved at such a high level.

Jenni Jenkins, a lawyer at Memery Crystal, which is representing one of the
parties in the case said the ruling set a precedent and made it likely that
service-via-Facebook would become routine.

“It’s a fairly natural progression. A High Court judges has already ruled
that an injunction can be served via Twitter, so it’s a hop, skip and a
jump away from that to allow claims to be served via Facebook,” she
said.

In 2009, Mr Justice Lewison allowed an injunction to be served via Twitter
in a case where the defendant was only known by his Twitter-handle and
could not easily be identified another way.
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