European Parliament Votes to
Recast the Brussels I Regulation

Yesterday (20 November 2012) the European Parliament voted, in plenary
session, to adopt the report of the Legal Affairs (JURI) Committee (rapporteur:
Tadeusz Zwiefka) on the Commission’s Proposal (COM (2010) 748) to recast the
Brussels I Regulation. A substantial majority (567-28, 6 absentions) expressed
support for the Proposal, subject to the JURI Committee’s amendments. As
followers of the process will be aware, the result is a mixed one for the
Commission. Although its primary objective of abolishing (procedural) exequatur
is supported by the Parliament, other features of the Proposal (most notably,
the recommendations to restrict the substantive grounds for opposing
enforcement and to harmonise rules of jurisdiction for defendants not domiciled
in a Member State) have been ejected.

The focus now moves to the Council, which is due to meet next month to consider
its own position on the Proposal and on the amendments put forward by the
European Parliament. The changes will not likely enter into force for another 24
months.

The wheels of European private international law keep turning.
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