
Fraude à la loi
In a judgment of 17 April 2007, the Court of first instance of Hasselt found that
the exception of fraude à la loi did not apply to the following case: A man from
India  and a  woman from The Netherlands married in  Sweden.  They had no
connection to that country (no friends or family; never lived there). The city where
they moved to in Belgium refused to recognise their marriage on the basis of
fraude à la loi (arguing that the couple should have married in The Netherlands or
in Belgium, and only went to Sweden because of the less stringent requirements
regarding documents etc.). The court found that this exception did not apply. In
its considerations, the court mentioned that this was not a simulated marriage.
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