
EU Council Publishes Decision on
Accession  to  the  Hague
Conference
The EU Council has released its decision on the accession of the Community
to the Hague Conference on Private International Law (see our earlier note
here for its announcement after the JHA meeting). The decision states:

1.  The  Community  shall  accede  to  the  Hague  Conference  on  Private
International Law (HCCH) by means of the declaration of acceptance of the
Statute of the HCCH (Statute), as set out in Annex I to this Decision, as soon as
the HCCH has taken the formal decision to admit the Community as a Member.

2. The Community shall also deposit a declaration of competence specifying the
matters  in  respect  of  which  competence  has  been transferred  to  it  by  its
Member States, as set out in Annex II to this Decision, and a declaration on
certain matters concerning the HCCH, as set out in Annex III to this Decision.

The  Declaration  of  competence  of  the  European  Community  specifying  the
matters in respect of which competence has been transferred to it by its Member
States is set out in Annex II of the decision; the European Community notably has
competence under Title IV of the EC Treaty to adopt measures in the field of
judicial cooperation in civil matters having cross-border implications insofar as
necessary for the proper functioning of the internal market (Articles 61(c) and 65
EC Treaty). These measures include:

improving and simplifying the system for cross-border service of judicial
and extrajudicial documents; cooperation in the taking of evidence; the
recognition and enforcement of decisions in civil and commercial cases,
including decisions in extrajudicial cases;
promoting the compatibility of the rules applicable in the Member States
concerning the conflict of laws and of jurisdiction;
eliminating  obstacles  to  the  good  functioning  of  civil  proceedings,  if
necessary by promoting the compatibility of the rules on civil procedure
applicable in the Member States.
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See  here  for  the  full  decision  of  the  Council,  as  well  as  the  Annexes
(including the Statute of the Hague Conference on Private International Law).

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/oj/2006/l_297/l_29720061026en00010010.pdf

