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In recent years, China has put much emphasis on foreign-related rule of law. It is
believed that enhancing the construction of foreign-related rule of law is vital for
promoting the nation’s  comprehensive  development  and rejuvenation through
Chinese-style modernization, high-level opening up, and responding to external
risks. China’s top legislature has prioritized and made significant progress in
foreign-related  legislations  across  various  legal  domains,  including  civil,
commercial, economic, administrative, and procedural laws. Two salient examples
are the Law on Foreign Relations of the People’s Republic of  China and the
Foreign State Immunity Law of the People’s Republic of China, both of which
were adopted in 2023 and have now entered into force.

Against  this  background,  many  official  and  academic  activities  have  been
launched and conducted for foreign-related rue of law. Across the country, in
quite a few of universities, research institutes for foreign-related rule of law are
established at various levels, some of which are even higher than the faculties.

With China’s increasing foreign trade, the influx of foreign-invested enterprises,
and the expansion of Chinese enterprises abroad, there is, of course, a growing
demand for foreign-related legal services as well. In Guangzhou, the Capital city
of Guangdong Province, which has always been the forefront of the opening-up
policy  and  international  business  center,  with  approval  from the  Guangzhou
Municipal  Justice  Bureau,  a  local  law firm,  namely  Guangdong Everwin Law
Office even established its own foreign-related legal service research institute. It
is not common for a law firm to have an internal research institute in China and
many more might be on the way to come.

It seems that the Chinese story of foreign-related rule of law has just started and
not reached its climax yet.
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