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global justice and the Hague
Conference
on
Private
International Law
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Today, the delegates of the 22nd Diplomatic Session of the HCCH
signed the Final Act of the 2019 Convention on the Recognition
and Enforcement of Foreign Judgments in Civil or Commercial
Matters – the birth of new treaty and an important day for
global justice as well as for the HCCH.
The signing of the Final Act took place during a ceremony in
the Great Hall of Justice in the Peace Palace in the presence
of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands, Mr Stef Blok.
The Minister emphasised that the new Convention: “enhances the
legal certainty and predictability that is so important in
international legal matters…”.

This new Convention will be essential to reducing
transactional and litigation costs in cross-border dealings
and to promoting international access to justice. It will
increase certainty and predictability, promote the better
management of transaction and litigation risks, and shorten
timeframes for the recognition and enforcement of a judgement
in other jurisdictions, providing better, more effective, and
cheaper justice for individuals and businesses alike. A true
gamechanger in international dispute resolution.
The Secretary General of the HCCH, Dr Christophe Bernasconi,
stressed that the 2019 Judgments Convention fills an important
gap in private international law. He also reminded delegates
that with the signing of the Final Act, the work of promoting
the 2019 Judgments Convention has only just begun. Professor
Paul Vlas, President of the 22nd Diplomatic Session, echoed
this sentiment and reiterated that the fast, wide and
effective uptake of the Convention by the international
community is its next milestone.
After the signing of the Final Act, Uruguay signed as first
State the new 2019 Judgments Convention.
The text of the 2019 Judgments Convention, the HCCH’s 40th
global instrument, will be available shortly on www.hcch.net.

