New Book: Japanese and European
Private International Law in
Comparative Perspective

A very interesting volume, collecting the contributions presented by prominent
European and Japanese scholars at a conference organised in 2007 by the Max
Planck Institute for Private Law in Hamburg, has been recently published by
Mohr Siebeck: Japanese and European Private International Law in
Comparative Perspective. A presentation of the book, and the TOC, are
available on the MPI's website:

Edited by Jiurgen Basedow, Harald Baum und Yuko Nishitani, this conference
volume is based on a symposium of the same name that was held in March 2007
at the MPI for Private Law in Hamburg and represents the first comprehensive
analysis of the new Japanese private international law in any western language.

The idea of national codification is advancing on a global scale in conflict of
laws. A large number of legislative projects dealing with codifying and
modernizing private international law, both on the national and the
supranational level, have been launched in the past few years. Among such
recent initiatives, the advances taken by the European and the Japanese
legislators are particularly reflecting these developments. On January 1, 2007,
the new Japanese ‘Act on General Rules for Application of Laws’ entered into
force replacing the outdated conflict of laws statute of 1898. This major reform
finds its parallels in the current efforts of the European Union to create a
modern private international law regime for its member states.

This volume presents the first comprehensive analysis of the new Japanese
private international law available in any western language and contrasts it
with corresponding European developments. Most of the contributors from
Japan are scholars who were actively involved in and responsible for preparing
the new Act. All of them are renowned experts in the field of private
international law. Leading European experts in the conflict of laws supplement
the Japanese analyses with comparative contributions reflecting the pertinent
discussion of parallel endeavours in the EU. To guarantee better
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understanding, English translations of both the present and the former
Japanese statutes have been added.
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