
German  Article  on  Consumer
Contracts in Rome I
An article by Giesela Rühl  (Hamburg) on the provision concerning consumer
contracts in the Rome I proposal has been published in the European Community
Private Law Review (GPR) 2006,  196 et  seq.  The English summary reads as
follows:

In December 2005 the European Commission has released the Proposal for a
Regulation on the law applicable to contractual obligations. One of the most
important changes relates to the scope of application of Article 5, which is
characterized by the introduction of the targeted activity criterion embodied in
Article 15 (1) lit. c) of the Brussels I Regulation and a safeguard clause for the
protection of professionals.  At first blush this combination – that is new to
European private international law – seems to make sense. However, a closer
examination reveals that the safeguard clause does not have an independent
scope of application if it is combined with the targeted activity criterion. Since
it merely complicates the provision of Article 5 (2) it should be deleted.
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